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Proposed temporary solution for use of multiple PO humbers in PeppolBISv3 invoices
Editorial: Business Expert Group Working Group 3
Cause

According to the current version of EN-16931, only one PO number is allowed per invoice. In the
revised version of the standard, which will come into force soon, this will be expanded and
multiple PO numbers per invoice will be allowed.

Problem

Until this revision officially comes into force, the limitation to one PO number per invoice is
causing an unworkable situation. For example: an invoice with 100 lines, each containing a
different PO number. Under the current rules, this would have to become 100 separate invoices,
creating a huge administrative burden.

Proposition: PO numbers at item level via BT-158

In this scenario, BT-13 (Purchase Order Reference) is used as an explanatory field, with the
following suggested details:

'#PO This invoice contains multiple PO numbers, which are specified within the invoice lines at
'Item' level via 'CommodityClassification' (BT-158).’

Clarification

o BT-158 (Commodity Classification) is used to specify the corresponding PO number for
each item.

e This uses the following standard code:

UNCL7143 - PO (Purchase Order Number)
'Reference number identifying a customer's order.’

This way, multiple PO numbers can be processed within one invoice.

This scenario offers a temporary, technically feasible solution that significantly reduces the
administrative burden, despite the fact that the details differ from the original intention of BT-13
and BT-158.



